
 BIRDCHECKLIST OF LAKE AWASSA 
 

 
ORDER/FAMILY    NO. LATNAME VERNACULAR NAME REMARKS
Podicipedidae  -  Grebes 1 Podiceps ruficollis: P. r. capensis Little Grebe R 
 2 Podiceps nigricollis:  P. n. nigricollus Black-necked Grebe PM/R 
Phalacrocoracidae - Cormorants 3 Phalacrocorax carbo: P. c. lucidus  White-breasted Cormorant  R 
 4 Phalacrocorax africanus: P. a. africanus Long-tailed Cormorant  R 
Anhingidae  -  Darter  5 Anhinga rufa Darter R 
Pelecanidae  -  Pelicans 6 Pelecanus onocrotalus White Pelican R /PM/AM 
 7 Pelecanus rufescens Pink-backed Pelican R 
Ardeidae - Herons, Egrets & Bitterns 8 Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Night Heron R 
 9 Ardeola ralloides Squacco Heron R 
 10 Ardeola ibis (Sy. Bubulcus ibis) Cattle Egret R 
 11 Butorides striatus Green-backed Heron R 
 12 Egretta ardesiaco  

(Sy. Melanophoyx ardesiaca) 
Black Heron R 

 13 Egretta gularius Reef Heron R 
 14 Egretta garzetta Little egret R 
 15 Egretta intermedia Yellow-Billed Egret R 
 16 Egretta alba 

 (Sy. Casmerodius albus) 
Great White Egret R 

 17 Ardea purpurea Purple Heron R 
 18 Ardea cinerea Grey Heron PM/R 
 19 Ardea melanocephala Black-headed Heron R 
 20 Ardea goliath Goliath Heron R 
Scopidae  -  Hamerkop 21 Scopus umbretta Hamerkop  R
Ciconiidae  -  Storks 22 Ibis ibis Yellow-billed Stork R 
 23 Anastomus lamelligerus Open-billed Stork R/AM 
 24 Ciconia abdimii Abdim’s Stork AM 
 25 Ciconia episcopus Wooly-necked stork R 
 26 Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis Saddle-billed Stork R 
 27 Leptoptilos crumeniferus Marabou stork R 



Threskiornithidae - Ibises & 
Spoonbills 

28 Plegadis falcinellus Glossy Ibis PM/R 

 29 Bostrychia hagedash Hadada  R
 30 Bostrychia carunculata Wattled Ibis E*, R 
 31 Threskioris aethiopica Sacred Ibis R 
 32 Platalea alba African Spoonbill R 
 Phoenicopteridae - Flamingos 33 Phoenicopterus rubber: P. r. roseus Greater Flamingo R/AM/PM 
 34 Phoenicopteru minor Lesser flamingo AM 
Anatidae  -  Ducks & Geese 35 Dendrocygna bicolor Fulvous Whistling Duck R/ AM 
 36 Dendrocygna viduata White-faced Whistling Duck R 
 37 Thalassornis leuconotus White-backed Duck R 
 38 Alopochen aegyptiaca Egyptian Goose R 
 39 Plectropterus gambensis Spur-winged goose R 
 40 Sarkidornis melanota Knob-billed Duck PM 
 41 Nettapus auritus African Pygmy Goose R 
 42 Anas undulata Yellow-billed Duck R 
 43 Anas penelope European Wigeon ? 
 44 Anas crecca Common Teal ? 
 45 Anas acuta Pintail  ?
 46 Anas erythrorhynchos Red-billed Teal R 
 47 Anas hottentota Hottentot Teal R 
 48 Anas querquedula Garganey  ?
 49 Anas clypeus Northern Shovler ? 
 50 Netta erythrophthalma Southern/African? Pochard ? 
 51 Aythya fuligula Tufted Duck ? 
 52 Oxyura maccoa Maccoa Duck R 
Accipitridae – Hawks, Eagles & 
Vultures 

53 Elanus caeruleus Black-shouldered Kite R 

 54 Milvus migrans Yellow-billed/Black Kite PM/R 
 55 Haliaeetus vocifer African Fish Eagle R 
 56 Necrosyrtes monachus  Hooded Vulture R 
 57 Gyps africanus White-backed Vulture R 
 58 Gyps ruppellii Ruppell’s Vulture/ Griffon? R 



 59 Circaetus cinereus Brown Snake Eagle R 
 60  Western Banded Snake Eagle R 
 61 Polyboroides typus African Harrier Hawk R 
 62 Circus aeruginosus European Marsh Harrier  
 63 Circus macrourus Pallid Harrier  
 64 Meleirax metabates Dark Chanting Goshawk R 
 65 Accipiter ovampensis Ovambo Sparrow-Hawk  
 66 Buteo rufinus Long-legged Buzzard  
 67 Buteo rufofuscus Augur Buzzard  R 
 68 Aquila rapax Tawny Eagle PM/R 
 69 Lophoaetus occipitalis Long-crested Eagle R 
Falconidae  -  Falcons 70 Falco ardosiaceus Grey Kestrel R 
 71 Falco concolor  Sooty Falcon PM/R 
 72 Falco biarmicus Lanner Falcon R 
 73 Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon PM/R 
 Phasianidae – Francolins, Quails 74 Francolinus sephaena Crested Francolin R 
 75 Francolinus clappertoni Clapperton’s Francolin R 
Numididae  -  Guineafowls 76 Numida meleagris Helmeted/Tufted Guinea-

Fowl 
R 

 Rallidae - Rails, Crakes & Coots 77 Limnocorax flavirostra Black Crake R 
 78 Porphyrio porphyrio Purple Gallinule R 
 79 Porphy alleni Allen’s/Lesser Galinule  
 80 Gallinula chloropus Common Moorhen R 
 81 Gallinula angulata Lesser Moorhen R 
 82 Fulica cristata Red-knobbed Coot R 
Gruidae  -  Cranes 83 Balearica pavonina Nothern Crowned Crane R 
Jacanidae  -  Jacanas 84 Actophilornis africana African Jacana R 
 85 Microparra capensis Lesser Jacana  
Rostratulidae - Painted Snipe 86 Rostratula benghalensis Painted Snipe R 
Recurvirostridae – Avocet, Stilt 87 Himantopus  himantopus Black-winged Stilt R 
 88 Recurvirostra avosetta Avocet  PM/R
Burhinidae -  Thick-knees 89 Burhinus senegalensis Senegal Thick-knee R 
Charadriidae - Plovers 90 Charadrius dubius Little Ringed Plover  



 91 Charadrius hiaticula Ringed Plover  
 92 Charadrius pecuarius Kittlitz’s (Sand-)  Plover R 
 93 Charadrius tricollaris Three-banded Plover R 
 94 Vanellus spinosus Spur-winged Plover R 
 95 Vanellus melanopterus Black-winged Plover R 
 96 Vanellus coronatus Crowned Plover/Lapwing? R 
Scolopacidae - Sandpipers 97 Gallinago gallinago Common Snipe  
 98 Gallinago nigripennis African Snipe R 
 99 Gallinago media Great Snipe  
 100 Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit  
 101 Tringa erythropus Spotted Redshank  
 102 Tringa totanus  Redshank  
 103 Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper  
 104 Tringa nebularia Greenshank  
 105 Tringa ochropus Green Sandpiper  
 106 Tringa glareola Wood Sandpiper  
 107 Tringa hypolucos Common Sandpiper  
 108 Arenaria interpres Turnstone  
 109 Calidris minuta Little Stint  
 110 Calidris temminckii Temminck’s Stint  
 111 Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper  
 112 Calidris alpina Dunlin  
 113 Philomachus pugnax Ruff  
Laridae  - Gulls & Terns 114 Larus fuscus Lesser Black-backed Gull  
 115 Larus ichthyactus Great Black-headed Gull  
 116 Larus ridibundus Black-headed Gull  
 117 Larus cirrocephalus Grey-headed Gull R 
Family Sternidae 118 Sterna nilotica Gull-billed Tern  
 119 Chlidonias hybridus Whiskered Tern  
 120 Chlidonias leucopterus/  

Sterna leucoptera ? 
White-winged Black Tern  

 121 Sterna albifrons Little Tern PM/R 
Pteroclididae - Sandgrouse 122 Pterocles exustus Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse R 



 Columbidae – Pigeons, Doves 123 Columba guinea Speckled Pigeon R 
 124 Columba arquatrix Rameron Pigeon/Olive Pigeon R 
 125 Streptopelia turtur European Turtle Dove R 
 126 Streptopelia lugens Pink-breasted/Dusky Turtle 

Dove 
R 

 127 Streptopelia senegalensis Laughing Dove R 
 128 Streptopelia decipiens African Mourning Dove R 
 129 Streptopelia capicola Ring-necked Dove R 
 130 Streptopelia semitorquata Red-eyed Dove R 
 131 Turtur abyssinicus Black-billed Wood Dove R 
 132 Turtur afer Blue-spotted Wood Dove R 
 133 Oena capensis Namaqua Dove  
 134 Treron waalia Bruce’s Green Pigeon R 
Psittacidae  -  Parrots, Lovebirds 135 Poicephalus flavifrons Yellow-fronted Parrot E, R 
 136 Agapornis taranta Black-winged Love Bird E*, R 
CUCULIFORMES 137 Tauraco leucotis White-cheeked Touraco R 
 Musophagidae  -  Touracos 138 Corythaaixoides personatus Bare-faced Go-away Bird R 
 139 Corythaaixoides leucogaster White-bellied Go-away Bird R 
 140 Clamator levaillantii Striped Crested Cuckoo  
 141 Cuculus canorus European Grey Cuckoo PM/R 
 142 Chrysococcyx klaas Klaus’s Cuckoo R 
 143 Chrysococcyx caprius Didric Cuckoo R 
 144 Centropus monachus Blue-headed Coucal R 
 145 Centropus superciliosus White-browed Coucal R 
 146 Centropus senegalensis Senegal Coucal R 
Strigidae  -  Owls 147 Bubo lacteus Verreaux’s Eagle Owl R 
Apodidae  -  Swifts 148 Apus aequatorialis Mottled Swift R 
Coliidae  -  Mousebirds 149 Colius striatus Speckled Mouse Bird R 
 150 Urocolius macrourus Blue-napped Mouse Bird R 
Trogonidae  -  Trogon 151 Apaloderma narina Narina Trogon  
Alcedinidae  -  Kingfishers 152 Alcedo cristata Malachite Kingfisher R 
 153 Ceyx pictus/picta Pygmy Kingfisher  
 154 Halcyon leucocephalus Grey-headed Kingfisher  



 155 Halcyon senegalensis Senegal/Woodland Kingfisher R 
 156 Halcyon chelicuti Striped Kingfisher R 
 157 Megaceryle/Ceryl maxima Giant Kingfisher R 
 158 Ceryle rudis Pied Kingfisher R 
Meropidae  -  Bee-eaters 159 Merops pusillus Little Bee-eater R 
 160 Merops variegatus White-cheeked Bee-eater R 
 161 Merops nubicus Northern Carmine Bee-eater  
 162 Coracia abyssinica Abyssinian Roller R 
 163 Coracia caudata Lilac-breasted Roller R 
Upupidae  -  Hoopoes 164 Upupa epops European Hoopoe PM 
 165 Phoericulus somaliensis Black-billed Wood Hoopoe R 
 166 Phoericulus aterrimus Black Wood Hoopoe R 
Bucerotidae  -  Hornbills 167 Tockus erythrorhynchus Red-billed Hornbill R 
 168 Tockus deckeni Von der Decken’s Hornbill R 
 169 Tockus nasutus African Grey Hornbill R 
 170 Bycanistes brevis Silvery-cheeked Hornbill R 
 171 Bucorvus abyssinicus Abyssinian Ground Hornbill R 
Capitonidae  -  Barbets 172 Pogoniulus pusillus Red-fronted Tinkerbird R 
 173 Pogoniulus chrysoconus Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird R 
 174 Lybius guifsobalito Black-billed Barbet  R 
 175 Lybius undatus Banded Barbet E*, R 
 176 Lybius bidentatus Double-toothed Barbet R 
Indicatoridae  -  Honeyguides 177 Prodotiscus insignis? Green-backed Honeyguide  R 
 178 Indicator indicator Greater Honeyguide R 
 179 Indicator minor Lesser Honeyguide R 
Picidae – Woodpeckers,  Wrynecks 180 Jynx ruficollis Rufous-breasted Wryneck  R 
 181 Campethera nubica Nubian Woodpecker R 
 182 Dendropicos fuscescens Cardinal Woodpecker R 
 183 Thripias namaquus Bearded Woodpecker R 
 184 Mesopicos goertae Grey Woodpecker R 
Hirundinidae - Swallows, Martins 185 Psalidoprocne prestoptera Black Saw-wing R 
 186 Riparia paludicola African Sand Martin R 
 187 Riparia cincta Banded Martin  



 188 Pseudhirundo griseopyga Grey-rumped Swallow R 
 189 Hirundo senegalensis Mosque Swallow R 
 190 Hirundo daurica Red-rumped Swallow PM/R 
 191 Hirundo smithii Wire-tailed Swallow R 
 192 Hirundo aethiopica Ethiopian Swallow R 
 193 Hirundo rustica European/Barn Swallow?  
Motacillidae  - Wagtails, Pipits & 
Longclaws 

194 Motacilla flava Yellow Wagtail  

 195 Motacilla cinerea Grey Wagtail  
 196 Motacilla alba White Wagtail  
 197 Anthus richardi/novaeseelandiae? Richard’s Pipit R 
 198 Anthus similis Long-billed Pipit R 
 199 Anthus cervinus Red-throated Pipit  
Campephagidae -Cuckoo Shrikes 200 Campephaga phoenicea Red-shouldered Cuckoo-

shrike 
R 

 201 Campephaga flava Black Cuckoo-shrike  
Pycnonotidae  -  Bulbuls 202 Pycnonotus barbatus Common Bulbul R 
Subfamily Turdinae – Thrushes, 
Chats, Robins 

203 Monticola saxatilis European Rock Thrush  

 204 Monticola rufocinereus Little Rock Thrush R 
 205 Turdus olivaceus Olive Thrush R 
-  Trushes, Chats & Wheatears 206 Turdus pelios West African Thrush R 
 207 Psophocichla litsipsirupa Ground-scraper Thrush R 
 208 Luscinia svecica Bluethroat  
 209 Cossypha semirufa Ruppell’s Robin-Chat R 
 210 Cossypha heuglini Heuglin’s Robin Robin-chat R 
 211 Cossypha albicapilla White-crowned Robin-Chat R 
 212 Phoenicurus phoenicurus Redstart  
 213 Saxicola torquata Stonechat  PM/R
 214 Saxicola rubetra Whinchat  
 215 Oenanthe oenanthe Northern Wheatear  
 216 Oenanthe pleschanka Pied Wheatear  
 217 Oenanthe hispanica Black-eared Wheatear  



 218 Oenanthe lugens Mourning Wheatear R 
 219 Oenanthe deserti Desert Wheatear  
 220 Oenanthe bottae Red-breasted Wheatear R 
 221 Oenanthe isabellina Isabelline Wheatear  
 222 Myromecocichla cinnamomeiventris Mocking Cliff Chat R 
 223 Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Sedge Warbler  
 224 Acrocephalus arundinaceus Great Reed Warbler  
 225 Acrocephalus gracilirotris Lesser Swamp Warbler  
 226 Acrocephalus ruesceens Greater Swamp Warbler R 
 227 Hippolais  pallida Olivaceous Warbler  
 228 Hippolais languida Upcher’s Warbler  
 229 Ermomela icteropygialis Yellow-billed Ermomela R 
 230 Sylvietta whytii Red-faced Crombec R 
 231 Phylloscopus trochilux/trochilus Willow Warbler  
 232 Phylloscopus collybita Chiffchaff  
 233 Phylloscopus sibilatrix Wood Warbler  
 234 Sylvia nisoria European barred Warbler  
 235 Sylvia atricapilla Blackcap  
 236 Sylvia curruca Lesser Whitethroat  
 237 Sylvia lugens Brown Parisoma  
 238 Cisticola chiniana Rattling Cisticola R 
 239 Cisticola galactotes Greater Black-

backed/Winding Cisticola 
R 

 240 Prinia subflava Tawny-flanked Prinia R 
 241 Spiloptila rufifrons Red-faced/-fronted Cisticola ? R 
 242 Phyllolais pulchella Buff-bellied Warbler R 
 243 Cameroptera brachyura Bleating Bush warbler R 
Muscicapidae  -  Flycathers 244 Bradornis microrhychus Grey Flycatcher R 
 245 Melaenornis chocolatinus Slaty Flycatcher R 
 246 Melaenornis edolioides Western Black Flycatcher R 
 247 Muscicapa adusta Dusky Dusky R 
Platysteiridae  -  Batis 248 Batis orientalis Grey-headed Batis R 
 249 Batis minor Black-headed Batis R 



 250 Platysteira cyanea Scarelet-spectacled Wattle-
eye 

R 

 251 Terpsiphone viridis Paradise Flycatcher R 
 252 Turdoides leucopygius White-rumped Babbler R 
 253 Turdoides rubiginosus Rufous Chaterer R 
 254 Parus leucomelas White-winged Black Tit R 
Remizidae  - Tits  255 Anthoscopus musculus/ 

Remiz musculus 
Mouse-colored Penduline Tit R 

Certhiidae   256 Salpornis spilonotus Spotted Creeper R 
 257 Nectarinia hunteri Hunter’s Sunbird R 
 258 Nectarinia venusta Yellow-bellied/Variable 

Sunbird 
R 

 259 Nectarinia mariquensis Marico Sunbird R 
 260 Nectarinia erythrocerca Red-chested Sunbird R 
 261 Nectarinia tacazze Tacazze Sunbird R 
 262 Nectarinia pulchella Beautiful Sunbird R 
Zosteropidae  -  White-eyes 263 Zosterops poligaster Montane White-eye R 
 264 Zosterops abyssinica Abyssinian White-eye  
 265 Zosterops senegalensis Yellow White-eye R 
Oriolidae  -  Orioles 266 Oriolus larvatus Eastern Black-headed Oriole R 
Laniidae  -  Shrikes 267 Lanius isabellinus Red-tailed Shrike  
 268 Lanius excubicotoroides Grey-backed Fiscal R 
 269 Lanius collaris Fiscal Shrike R 
 270 Lanius nubicus Masked/Nubian Shrike  
 271 Eurocephalus ruppelli Northern White-crowned 

Shrike 
R 

Malaconotidae 272 Nilaus afer Brubru  R
 273 Dryoscopus gambensis Northern Puffback R 
 274 Tchagra senegala Black-crowned Tchagra R 
 275 Laniarius aethiopicus Tropical Boubou R 
 276 Laniarius funebris Slate-colored Boubou R 
 277 Malaconotus sulfureopectus Sulfur-breasted Bush Shrike? R 
 278 Malaconotus blanchoti Grey-headed Bush Shrike R 



Dicruridae  -  Drongos 279 Dicrurus adsimilis Fork-tailed Drongo R 
Corvidae  -  Crows & Ravens 280 Corvus albus Pied Crow R 
 281 Corvus capensis Black Crow R 
 282 Corvus rhipidurus Fan-tailed Raven R 
 283 Corvus ruficollis Brown-necked Raven  
 284 Corvus crassirostris Thick-billed Raven E*, R 
Sturnidae  -  Starlings 285 Lamprotornis chaylbaeus Greater Blue-eared Starling R 
 286 Lamprotornis purpuropterus Ruppell’s Long-tailed Starling R 
 287 Lamprotornis superbus Superb Starling R 
 288 Cinnuricinclus leucogaster Violet-backed Starling  
 289 Creatophora cinerea Wattled Starling  
 290 Buphagus erythrohynchus Red-billed Oxpecker R 
 291 Passer griseus Grey-headed Sparrow R 
 292 Petronia pyrgita Yellow-spotted Petronia R 
Ploceidae  -  Weavers, Sparrows 293 Bubalornis niger Red-billed Buffalo Weaver R 
 294 Dinemellia dinemelli White-headed Buffalo 

Weaver 
R 

 295 Plocepasser mahali White-browed Sparrow-
weaver 

R 

 296 Ploceus baglafecht Baglafecht Weaver R 
 297 Ploceus luteolus Little Weaver R 
 298 Ploceus ocularis Spectacled Weaver R 
 299 Ploceus taeniopterus Northern Masked Weaver R 
 300 Ploceus intermedius Lesser Masked Weaver R 
 301 Ploceus galbula Ruppell’s Weaver R 
 302 Ploceus cucullatus Village/Black-headed 

WeaverR 
R 

 303 Anaplectes rubriceps Red-headed Weaver R 
 304 Quelea quelea Red-billed Quelea  
 305 Euplectes franciscanus Northern Red Bishop R 
 306 Amblyyospiza albifrons  Thick-billed/Grosebeak 

Weaver 
R 

Estrildidae -Waxbills and Finches 307 Pytilia afra Orange-winged Pytilia R 



 308 Lagonosticta senegala Red-billed Firefinch R 
 309 Estrilda melanotis Swee/Yellow-bellied Waxbill R 
 310 Estrilda paludicola Fawn-breasted Waxbill R 
 311 Estrilda rhodopyga Crimson-rumped Waxbill R 
 312 Estrilda troglodytes Black-rumped Waxbill R 
 313 Estrilda astrild Common Waxbill R 
 314 Uraeginthus cyanocephalus 

 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu R 

 315 Lonchura cucullata Bronze Mannikin R 
 316 Amadina fasciata Cut-throat Finch R 
Viduidae  -  Indigobirds  Whydahs 317 Vidua chalybeata: 

V. c. ultramarina 
Village Indigobird R 

 318 Vidua macroura Pintailed Widow R 
Fringillidae - Seed-eaters/Serins 319 Serinus citrinelloides: 

S. c. citrinelloides 
African Citril R 

 320 Serinus atrogularis: 
S. a. reichenowii 

Yellow-rumped Seed-eater R 

 321 Serinus striolatus: S. s. striolatus Streaky Seed-eater R 
 322 Emberiza tahapisi: 

E. t. tahapisi; E. t. septemstriata 
Cinnamon-breasted Rock 
Bunting 

R 

 323 Emberiza tahapisi: 
E. t. tahapisi; E. t. septemstriata 

Cinnamon-breasted Rock 
Bunting 

R 

 
 
NOTE:  E = Endemic Species; E* = Endemic Species shared with Eritrea; R = Resident; PM = Palearctic migrant; AM = Intra-African migrant; PM/R = Palearctic 
migrants with resident subspecies in Ethiopia; 
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